
opened to disabled men are the plate glass, ma-

chinery building, boiler-making, printing. In
the underwear industry many firms have offered
to take disabled men, one firm even offering to
employ them up to one-sixth of the operating
force. For men who have suffered the loss of
their arms, the chemical industry is particularly
inviting. The large number of processes which
require little manual labor but careful watching
make it possible to employ men lacking both
arms. One chemical firm in Maryland has of-
fered to take fifteen such men and train them
to watch processes. An Ohio chemical firm has
made a similar offer. An electrical manufac-
turer in the United States has discovered that
blind men can be employed with great success
in winding armatures. Many and varied in-
dustrial opportunities have been offered, proving
that no industry is entirely closed to these
workers. It has been the experience of firms
already employing disabled men that they are

so keenly appreciative of the opportunity of-
fered that their spirit of willingness more than
makes up for their disability. The matter, how-
ever, has been most aptly summed up by a New
England firm, which says that the crippled
workers in its employ are so" satisfactory that
the writer has often wished he had more such
employes.

MUSSER, JOHN HERR (1856-1912).*
John H. Musser, eminent clinician, teacher

and writer, was born at Strasburg, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, the twenty-second of
June, 1856. He was the son of Dr. Benjamin
Musser, the son of Dr. Martin Musser, the son

of Dr. Benjamin Musser; his mother was

Naomi Musser; thus his forebears back to his
great-grandfather were physicians, as was a

son, John H., who followed him.
He was educated at the Millersville State

Normal School, and the University of Penn-
sylvania Medical School, where he graduated
in 1877. He married Agnes Harper in 1880,
by whom he had five children, the three oldest

 surviving.
He was a resident of the Philadelphia Hos-

pital (Blockley), and then a successful quiz-
master and bedside investigator; he soon ac-

quired all the traditions of the older school, as

typified in the then professor of medicine,
Alfred Stillé. He was first assistant professor
of clinical medicine in the University of Penn-
sylvania 1889-98; professor of clinical medi-
cine, 1898-1912. He was the director of the
department of research in medicine in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and in 1911 refused
the didactic chair of medicine, as his greatest
ambition ever lay in clinical lines, and a large
consulting practice left no time for the press-
ing duties of the chair.

He inaugurated and remained the directing
head of the Social Service Department of the
University of Pennsylvania Hospital.

Musser had both unusual opportunities and a

rare gift for making friends, and was con-

stantly active as a member of numerous med-
ical societies, especially in the College of Phy-
sicians of Philadelphia, in the Association of
American Physicians, and in the American
Medical Association, of which he was president
in 1903.

He was the author of "Medical Diagnosis"
(five editions), of "Practical Treatment," and
editor of "Diseases of the Lungs and Pleura"
in Nothnagel's Practice, Vol. IV, as well as of
a System of Therapeutics with A. O. J. Kelly.

His early and steady progress in diagnostic
skill was manifestly due in large measure to his
zeal for autopsies in his Bloekley days and
later. He was pathologist to the Presbyterian
Hospital, and a president of the Philadelphia
Pathological Society. His clinical work was

done at Blockley Hospital, at the Hospital of
the University of Pennsylvania, and at the
Presbyterian Hospital.

Musser is a fair illustration of the possibil-
ities which lie within the grasp of the average
life of a man of good mentality who consist-
ently and persistently turns his energies in one

specific direction and says, "This one thing I
do, and I am determined to do it well." He
thus became by successive degrees a leading
consultant in a great metropolis, a well-read
scientific physician, an acceptable teacher, and
a pathologist to a grade rarely found in the
ranks of our general practitioners.

His sterling character and his rare qualities
as a friend cannot be portrayed in a brief bi-
ography.

Troubled for some years with a weak heart,
he died and was cremated after a brief acute
illness, the third of April, 1912.

Howard A. Kelly, M.D.
*From the forthcoming "American Medical Biography" by Dr.

Howard A. Kelly and Dr. Walter L. Burrage. Any important
additions or correction? will be welcomed by the authors.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SANTA BARBARA (UCSB) on June 21, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


